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THE SOCIETY OF MODEL SHIPWRIGHTS PROGRAMME 2021 

 
Friday January 29th. 

 

Talk/discussion by Nick Hawkins: “La Jeune Ecole” A French naval strategy 
introduced in the late 19th Century in recognition of two new weapons: the mine 
and the self-propelled torpedo, which heralded the development of the torpedo 
boat and mine-layer. 

  

A presentation by Michael Reading of the model of a C Class destroyer (1944) at 
1:192 to illustrate the importance of research before and during the completion of a 
model. 

 

A presentation by Peter Rogers of a working model of a revenue cutter c. 1800.  

 

Friday February 26th.  

 

Talk/discussion by Alan Hall: Painting techniques for small scale models displayed on 
models of 20th Century warships at scales between 1:192 and 1:2400. 

 

Presentation by Ian McLaughlan: Two models at 1:96 of HM Sloops Wolf (1754) and 
Alert (1776) built using paper kits as the templates for wooden construction. 

 

Presentation by John Garnish: A diorama of the rescue of the gondola Philadelphia 
by the lug rigged brig Washington at Valcour Island on Lake Champlain in 1776. 

 

Friday March 26th.  

 

Talk/discussion by Ian McLaughlan: The origin, design, development, operation and 
endeavours of the Thorneycroft Coastal Motor Boats during and after WW1. 

 

Presentation by Brian Shreeve: HM Sloop Cruizer, the improvement of a kit-based 
model at 1:72 of this sailing sloop of war c.1800. 

 

 

Friday April 30th.  

 

Talk/discussion by Alistair Roach: Brunel’s Crimean War Stealth Gunboats 25 mins 

 

Presentation by Richard Simon: Models of the French sailing warships La Cygne (brig), 
Le Requin (Xebec) and L’Egyptienne (frigate) at 1: 160. 50 mins 
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Friday May 28th.  

 

Talk/discussion by John Garnish: Some improvements to the Harold Hahn method of 
hull construction. 25 mins 

 

Presentation by Peter Rogers: Model Open Boats, their history and construction. 35 
Mins 

 

Presentation by Ron Thornton: The Prince de Neufchatel, a small working model of 
this well-known American sailing privateer of the War of 1812. 20 Mins 

 

Friday June 11th.  

 

Presentation by Ron Thornton: Working models of a Taiwanese and Vietnamese junk, 
their construction, rigging and sailing. 30 mins 

 

Presentation by Edward Cowan and Ian McLaughlan: HM Sloop Ferret, the 
construction of a large working model of this small cutter rigged sloop of war of 1711. 
Part 1. Research and Preparation of Plans. 20 Mins 

 

Presentation by Keith Smith: The Charles Galley, a model at 1:48 of this late 17th 
Century frigate/galley designed to be sailed and rowed in the pursuit of corsairs on the 
barbary coast together with an explanation of the rowing system as used by the 
Thames lightermen who were ‘pressed’ into service upon her. 25 Mins 

 

Friday July 9th .  

 

Presentations by Paul Fontenoy, John Longstaff and Nick Hawkins covering the 
development of the submarine with reference to the models they have built or 
discovered? 80 mins 
 

Friday. August 13th.  

 

Talk/discussion by Adrian Roberts: Early Naval Aviation. 40 Mins 

 

Presentation by John Longstaff: Two models of the same late 19th Century ship Scotia 
in her two forms as a paddle steamer and later as a screw-driven ship. 40 Mins 

 

Friday. September 10th. 

 

A presentation by Keith Smith: HM Sloop Dragon and her Engine and Paddlewheels 
30 mins. 

 

A talk by Alistair Roach: Norman Ough, one of the greatest ship modelers of the 20th 
Century 40 mins. 
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Friday. October 8th. 

 

A presentation by Ian McLaughlan on the weapons and munitions that were used, 
launched and discharged by destroyers 1890 – 1980. 40 mins. This talk will be the first 
of a series on the development of the destroyer, which will be taken up by other 
members in a number of talks during 2022. 

 

Ron Thornton introduces his working model of the Gloucester Fishing Schooner 
Puritan, 40 mins. Cancelled due to lack of time. 

 

Friday. November 12th. 

 

A talk by David Griffiths, superintendent at Boat House 4, Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard, on the building of a replica of a WW1 Thorneycroft Coastal Motor Boat. It 
is hoped that this replica, when completed and tested, will take visitors on high-speed 
jaunts on the Solent! 40 mins. 

 

A description by Tony Boswell of Northwest Model Shipwrights of the sinking of HM 
Ships Opal and Narborough during WW 1. 30 mins. 

 

Friday. December 10th.  

 

A presentation by Keith Smith on “The First and Last” being the building of two models 
at 1:192 of the first mast-less battleship in the Royal Navy, HMS Devastation and the 
last Victorian sail and steam battleship, HMS Temeraire.  40 mins. 

 

Workshop gadgetry by John Garnish. 30 mins. 

 

Presentations already offered for 2022 
 

A talk by Alistair Roach: Ship Models and their use during and after WW 1  

40 mins. 

 

A presentation by Edward Cowan on the fitting out and rigging of his large-scale 
working model of His Majesty’s Sloop of War Ferret. 40 mins. 

 

Ian McLaughlan will explain an approach to marine painting in oils and watercolours 
using as examples works by members of the Society. 

 

Tony Boswell will discuss “A Grand Design” HMS Sovereign of the Seas. 1637 – 1669. 

 

Adrian Roberts returns to naval Aviation with an account of its development from 
1919 to 1945. 
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Nick Hawkins will present his findings following research into the activities of a flotilla 
of Thorneycroft Coastal Motor Boats deployed to the Caspian Sea in 1919 to confront 
Soviet Naval Forces arriving from the North. 

 

A team chaired by Ian McLaughlan and consisting of Nick Hawkins, Paul Fontenoy, 
Alan Hall, Michael Reading, Mike Benefield and Bruce Dennis will deliver a series of 
talks, on a ‘quarterly basis, on the origins and development of the destroyer.  

 

Alastair Roach will detail the alterations made to HMS Vindictive for her part in the 
Zeebrugge raid of 1918. 

 

Bruce Dennis will talk on the sub“Beyond the Picture”. 

 

Ron Thornton introduces his working model of the Gloucester Fishing Schooner 
Puritan, 40 mins. 

 

Members willing and able to offer presentations in 2022please contact Ian 
McLaughlan on <sloopofwar18@gmail.com> 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


